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----- Forwarded Message-----

From: Ryan Whittier

Sent: Oct 7, 2016 3:23 PM

To: jeffAherndon@earthlink.net

Subject: Elden Street Widening

Hi Jeff -

Thanks for stopping by earlier today. As we discussed, I'm very interested in the plans to widen
and improve Elden Street - particularly between Herndon Parkway and Van Buren. Please
email me any plans, renderings, or any other drawings showing the most current iteration of the
intended design.

Having an improved pedestrian and bike-friendly design of Elden Street would be great -
although I'm concerned about cutting off the access to my neighborhood from eastbound Elden.
Thanks in advance, and nice meeting you!

Best,

Ryan

Ryan Whittier

ryanwhittier@gmail.com

From: jeff4herndon [mailto:jeff4herndon@earthlink.net]
Sent: Saturday, October 08,2016 11:39 AM

To: Perry, Bryce <bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov>

Cc: Jeffs Campaign Address <jeff4herndon@earthlink.net>
Subject: Fw: Elden Street Widening

Bryce,

While door knocking | talked to Ryan Whittier. His email to me is below. He told me that he had
gotten some sort of notice from VDOT on the Elden Street project. He is very supportive. | will
stay in contact with him but feel free to contact him yourself. He lives in the townhouse
development off Jonquil Lane.

Jeff

On Tue, Oct 11, 2016 at 10:38 AM, Perry, Bryce <bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov> wrote:

Ryan- Jeff Davidson has informed me of your interest in the East Elden project. Project materials can be
found at:
http://www.herndon-va.gov/departments/community-development/community-development-
projects-page/east-elden

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/elden st widening.asp

Also, VDOT and the Town will be hosting a public meeting for the project on October 27" at 6:30pm at
the Herndon Senior Center.

Bryce A. Perry

Sustainability Program Planner
Department of Community Development
Town of Herndon

www.herndon-va.gov

703.787.7380 — Office
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From: ryansayward@gmail.com [mailto:ryansayward@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Ryan Whittier
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 11:12 AM

To: Perry, Bryce <bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov>

Subject: Re: FW: Elden Street Widening

Thanks, Bryce. | look forward to reviewing the information in detail, and I'm hoping to attend the public
hearing. | think creating a better pedestrian experience along Elden, and relieving some of the traffic
congestion will be great. | am concerned, however, that these plans would close off vehicular access to
our neighborhood from anywhere west of our home on Elden Street. Currently, we rely exclusively on
the left turn lane onto Jonquil from eastbound Elden, and if VDOT closes that, we will have no way to get
home when coming from the west, other than to snake through the private shopping center parking lot (at
Firehouse Subs, Popeye's, Subway, etc) adjacent to our neighborhood. That private shopping center
parking lot is very tight and often extremely congested already... I'm hoping we can keep our existing
access onto Jonquil from Elden. 1 plan on sending an email with this comment to VDOT so we can be
part of the discussion.

Thanks again,

Ryan



From: Michael Peele [mailto:peelel@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:24 PM

To: Community Development <community.development@herndon-va.gov>
Subject: East Elden Improvements Project

Hello,

I've lived here and driven on this section of the road daily for the last 7+ years.

Here's my input.

Between the FFX parkway and Herndon Parkway, Westbound on Elden,

1.

there are two traffic lights. These need to have different/better timing to allow westbound
traffic flow. This can be solved by adding a few seconds to the west-bound traffic between
3pm and 8pm.

Consider consolidating these two lights into one (the westernmost or somewhere in the
middle).

Change the right turn lane at Elden and HP from two right turn lanes into just one. There is
no need for two and two is just confusing. This can be solved with some paint.

All of these lights cycle too fast at night. If there is any snow/ice, then it is actually difficult
or impossible to go from stopped across the intersection before the light changes again. Add
3 seconds to the cycle.

there are numerous right-turn lanes and seemingly random lane appearances and
disappearances. Solidifying that one lane from FFX to HP westbound, would help things out
a lot.

Eastbound has no real issues at any time of the day. If you want to do some construction,
extending the turn/on-ramp lane to SB FFX PW to somewhere west of Laurel would be
slightly helpful.

The section of Elden West of HP just needs some better marking and signs.

On a similar, yet different subject: Extending Locust St. East-bound to Monroe and Grove would allow
for one-way in the downtown sections of Elden and Locust and really help out traffic movement.



Citizen Comment (10-26-2016), Tammi Petrine: Has VDOT adopted any new streetscape
design models? | had heard a more elaborate urban streetscape was in the VDOT pipeline but
would love to know details and timeline.

Could you provide details of urban street designs as well as reference to existing approved
VDOT models.

Citizen Comment (10-27-2016, Cyndie Lipari): Please do not make widening of Elden a priority
for VDOT. Please use the allocated funds to add another bridge over the toll road in Reston,
which is a much more urgent transportation problem.

It would be inappropriate to see monies spent for Herndon streetscaping, road widening and
bike lanes rather than improving the incredible congestion at the Reston bridges which will only
get worse with increased housing and businesses due to the metro stops. Expand the bridges
before dealing with the roads at their exits. Reston has 5 rush hours now — those leaving
Reston to work, those coming to Reston to work, lunch time, those leaving Reston from work,
those returning to Reston after work. This community is divided by the toll road and not enough
bridges to accommodate drivers, commuters and residents.

Just google maps Reston to see where the real congestion is, when you see the almost
constant red lined roads. Commuting around congestion has options in the areas you
reference, but alternate routes to crossing the roll road bridges is only crossing the roll road
bridges. Please focus your efforts there.

Citizen Comment (11-01-2016, John Findley: | provide several of my concerns regarding the
Elden Street Widening Project:

Intermingling bicycle and pedestrians along a trail between Herndon Parkway to Fairfax County
Parkway). This can lead to increased potential pedestrian/bicyclist accidents.

Intermingling bicycle lanes with buses route stops. ldeally, the plan should include a separate
bus lane along Elden Street. Otherwise, the plan could incorporate pull-offs along Elden Street.

Need to continue the proposed bicycle-pedestrian lanes beyond the Laurel Way intersection to
the Fairfax County Parkway and the adjacent bicycle trail. This is a high vehicle traffic area that
endangers both cars and bicyclists. This intersection requires a bicyclist activated crossing
signal at the Fairfax County Parkway entry bicycle crossing.

Need additional crosswalks between Van Buren and Post Drive. Pedestrians need to cross in
order to get to bus stops, shopping centers or hotels. Add a crosswalk at either Grant Street or
the Holiday Inn Express.

Consider reevaluating traffic light sequences between Van Buren to ensure efficient traffic flow.

The Jonquil Lane intersection needs reconsideration to allow exit for shoppers and residents.
Why cant vehicles (residents) traveling East on Elden turn left at Jonquil Lane? Why should
residents have to travel through alley’s (Herndon Parkway) and commercial parking lots (Elden
Street) to exit this community?



Citizen comment (11-01-2016, David Kirby): After attending the Design Public Hearing for the
East Elden Street Widening for the Town of Herndon | offer the following safety issue at the
intersection of the K-mart Shopping Center entrance and Elden Street. There is a Holiday Inn
Express Hotel currently being revamped as a Fairfield Inn across the street from the K-Mart
entrance. The hotel has no dining facilities and guest must go out to local restaurants to eat. A
large majority of the local restaurants are on the other side of Elden street causing a
considerable amount of pedestrians crossing Elden Street throughout the day. | realize VDOT’s
calculations does not justify a traffic signal at this location based on the traffic accident reports
however, | have witnessed numerous “J-Walkers” at this location and believe eventually there
will be a pedestrian hit or worse a fatality will occur. Save a Life — add a traffic signal and
crosswalk at this location to the East Elden Street Widening Project.

Citizen Comment (11-4-2016, Whittier): How will my family and | get home when driving on
Elden eastbound from anywhere west of our home? The only vehicular access to our home is
via Jonquil Lane, and a raised median with no break between Herndon Parkway an Post Drive
would eliminate the existing ability to turn left onto Jonquil Lane (which is the only road leading
to our community) from eastbound Elden. My wife works west of our house (straight down
Elden) and commute home daily via this route. We rely exclusively on the existing left turn lane
onto Jonquil from eastbound Elden, and if VDOT closes that, we will have no way to get home
when coming from the west, other than to snake unsafely through the private shopping center
parking lot (at Firehouse Subs, Popeye’s Subway, etc) adjacent to our neighborhood. That
private shopping center parking lot is already very tight and often extremely congested with
traffic already. . .and that shopping center might ultimately privately redevelop and eliminate
even that route. I'm very much hoping we can keep our existing access onto Jonquil from
eastbound Elden.

The Typical Sections PDF dated 8/5/16 on VDOT’s webpage for this project
(http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/elden_st_widening.asp) is only a single
page from within the larger plan set by Rinker Design Associates. Please add the full plan to
the webpage so that we can better understand what Elden Street is intended to look like
between Herndon Parkway and Monroe Street — and specifically between Herndon Parkway
and Post Drive.

The Typical Sections PDF dated 8/5/16 also indicates that a 5’ bugger strip will be typical from
back of curb to edge of bike lane, but calls out the bugger strip materials as textured concrete.
I’'m assuming this is an error and the buffer between the curb and the sidewalk will be
landscaped buffer zone with grass and trees? Please confirm.

Please let me know where | can see the latest plans for this project, and also whom else at
VDOT | might need to connect with in order to petition for us to keep our access to Jonquil Lane
from eastbound Elden Street.


http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/elden_st_widening.asp

From: Ellen [mailto:efindley@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2016 7:38 AM
To: Town Clerk

Subject: FW: East Elden Street Widening

Ms. Wellershaus—please distribute to the Town Leadership—thank you

From: Ellen [mailto:efindley@verizon.net]

Sent: Friday, November 04, 2016 7:36 AM

To: 'meetingcomments@vdot.virginia.gov' <meetingcomments@vdot.virginia.gov>
Subject: East Elden Street Widening

1.

3.

Does this project address the needs for East Elden Street? Partially. East Elden Street is
already a very busy place—however, the opening of the Herndon Metro Station and the
rebuilding of the Herndon Downtown will place additional pressure on this congested section
of East Elden. At this point the plan does not address all the issues to be resolved on a
busy section of road.

Concerns:

Increased pedestrian traffic (current access crossing the road is inadequate and
numbers of walkers and bikers will only increase). This area is a heavy commercial
district with lots of shopping, food, and 3 hotels at the moment. There are also
numerous school bus stops. There must be crosswalks on each block.

Crosswalks must coordinate with bus stops.

East Elden must serve as a primary bus route. Bus stops and bus lanes should be an
integral part of the new plan. It is not appropriate for bus lanes and bike lanes to share
the same lane as buses pull over to load or discharge passengers.

There must be bike lanes.

The plan needs better separation of buses and bikes inside the Herndon Parkway.

Full access to the Fairfax County bike path under the Fairfax County Parkway

bridge. The bike lane going from Herndon to the Fairfax County bridge must not end at
the light opposite Laurel Way. Additionally, a separate light must be available for the
bikers as the cars roar on to the parkway from 606 on the Reston side.

Across from Laurel Way on the right going toward the Fairfax County Parkway may be a
spring under the road. The spot is often icy in the winter, wet at other times. The spot is
the scene of many fender benders and so special thought needs to be given when
adding bikers and more pedestrians to this mix.

The bike lanes from the Fairfax County Parkway to Herndon Parkway must be clearly
delineated—it is too easy for vehicle drivers to lose track of bikers on the right. Biker’s
lights will be refocused with all the little jags at driveways—this is distracting and
dangerous for all. Additionally, when there are so many driveways, etc., where other
vehicles may be turning into the roadway it is hard for drivers to see all the action
(potentially, front and both sides—there will be walkers, bikers, buses. . .)

| know about the project because | live in the Town and | have seen several different media
announcing the planning effort.

Sincerely,

Ellen Findley

888 Ballou Street, Herndon, VA 20170
efindley@verizon.net
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From: ryansayward@gmail.com [mailto:ryansayward@gmail.com]On Behalf Of Ryan Whittier
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 4:16 PM

To: Town Clerk; Mayor Lisa; Kirby, Dave

Subject: Elden Street Widening/Improvements - access concerns

Dear Mayor Merkel, Council Member Kirby, and Town Clerk:

I have lived in Herndon since 1991, and have been a resident at The Village at Herndon Mills for the past
7 years (and a homeowner for the most recent 2 years at this same community) in the Town of
Herndon. My family and | love Herndon, and we love our neighborhood.

When | received a mailed notice from the Virginia Department of Transportation on September 28, | was
initially delighted to hear that VDOT has plans to create a better experience along Elden Street between
Fairfax County and Van Buren Street (by undergrounding the existing pole-mounted utilities, and
providing more of a buffer between the sidewalks and the roadway, etc.). My delight quickly turned to
dismay, however, when | saw that VDOT's plans also include closing off the single vehicular access point
into our community (Jonquil Lane) from eastbound Elden Street. There is no other entrance to our entire
community other than Jonquil Lane.

Closing off the existing left turn onto Jonquil Lane from eastbound Elden would be catastrophic for my
family and the rest of our community, and would negatively impact our ability to eventually resell our
home at an appropriate value when the time comes (i.e. having diminished/limited accessibility would
make our neighborhood a much less desirable location for renters/buyers). | expressed my deep concern
in an email to the two project managers to whom VDOT has assigned this project (Hamid
MisaghianH.Misaghian@vdot.virginia.gov,and Terry YatesTerry.Yates@vdot.virginia.gov); if VDOT
closes our left turn onto Jonquil Lane, we will have no way to get home when coming down eastbound
Elden (which we do all the time), other than to make a left turn at Post Drive onto the private Kmart
shopping center road and shake slowly and unsafely through the private shopping center parking lot (at
Firehouse Subs, Popeye's, Subway, etc) adjacent to our neighborhood. That private shopping center
parking lot road is already very tight and often extremely congested with vehicular and pedestrian traffic
already... and that shopping center could ultimately redevelop and eliminate even that route.

I understand that this proposed project is VDOT's and not the Town's, but | am asking - as a long-time
Herndon resident who loves my neighborhood - for the Town's help in this matter.

Please let me know how the Town can help prevent our neighborhood from losing this critical access to
our homes.

Thank you in advance,

Ryan

Ryan Whittier
703-475-3411
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From: Duceman, Mark

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 5:33 PM

To: Misaghian, Hamid R., P. E. (VDOT); meetingcomments@vdot.virginia.gov
Cc: Gilleran, Lisa; Robertson, Kay

Subject: East Elden Street Widening (UPC 50100)

Hamid: Mrs. Susan Smith (property owner of 208 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia) expressed to me her
support for the Sugarland Run bridge upgrade. However, she has concerns in regard to the monument
sign and its potential relocation.

Mark

From: Duceman, Mark

Sent: Friday, November 4, 2016 6:28 PM

To: slgmasonneck@cox.net

Cc: Webster, Lisa

Subject: Herndon: East Elden Street Improvements project

Mrs. Smith: Thank you for your interest in the town’s East Elden Street improvements. More details can
be found on the town’s Community Development projects page at:
http://herndon-va.gov/departments/community-development/community-development-projects-
page/east-elden

And, also on VDOT’s project page:
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/e elden st widening.asp

I will be out of the office on Monday, November 7. But, will give you a call on Tuesday (11/8) to discuss
the details of the project. - Mark

Mark Duceman, AICP

Town of Herndon

Transportation Program Manager

mark.duceman@herndon-va.gov

Front Desk: (703)787-7380

Direct: (703)435-6800 Ext. 2013

From: Webster, Lisa

Sent: Friday, November 04, 2016 11:19 AM
To: Duceman, Mark

Subject: East Elden Street project

Hello All,

Received call from Ms. Smith 703-963-5101 requesting information on the East Elden
Street project.

Ms. Smith indicated she received the postcard but was unable to attend the meeting.
She can be reach via phone at 703-263-5101 or email at slamasonneck@cox.net

Thank you,
Lisa Webster
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From: Misaghian, Hamid R. , P. E. (VDOT) [mailto:H.Misaghian@VDOT.Virginia.gov]
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2016 6:06 PM

To: 'Ryan Whittier'

Cc: Yates, Terry (VDOT); 'Duceman, Mark'; 'Perry, Bryce'

Subject: RE: Elden Street Widening/Improvements

Mr. Whittier,
Please find responses to your earlier questions as follow:

1) How will my family and | get home when driving on Elden eastbound from anywhere west of our
home? The only vehicular access to our home is via Jonquil Lane, and a raised median with no break
between Herndon Parkway and Post Drive would eliminate the existing ability to turn left onto Jonquil
Lane (which is the only road leading to our community) from eastbound Elden. My wife works west of
our house (straight down Elden) and commutes home daily via this route. We rely exclusively on the
existing left turn lane onto Jonquil from eastbound Elden, and if VDOT closes that, we will have no way
to get home when coming from the west, other than to snake unsafely through the private shopping
center parking lot (at Firehouse Subs, Popeye's, Subway, etc) adjacent to our neighborhood. That
private shopping center parking lot is already very tight and often extremely congested with traffic
already... and that shopping center might ultimately privately redevelop and eliminate even that
route. I'm very much hoping we can keep our existing access onto Jonquil from eastbound Elden.

Response 1): As part of the scope of this project is to reduce traffic congestion, improve safety,
implement access management control between Van Buren Street and Herndon Pkwy. One of the
overall project goals is to apply current Access Management strategies along East Elden Street, and as a
result, the intersection of E. Elden Street/Jonquil Lane does not meet the spacing standards between the
two adjacent signalized intersections to remain a full access intersection. However, the spacing of the
intersections and current Access Management strategies do permit partial access configuration, which
the project design team is currently analyzing in conjunction with the Town’s request.

2) The Typical Sections PDF dated 8/5/16 on VDOT's webpage for this project
(http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/elden st widening.asp) is only a single page
from within the larger plan set by Rinker Design Associates. Please add the full plan to the webpage so
that we can better understand what Elden Street is intended to look like between Herndon Parkway and
Monroe Street - and specifically between Herndon Parkway and Post Drive.

Response 2): VDOT’s project information page has been updated following the public hearing to include
links to all the materials provided at the public hearing meeting. The links are at the top of the page:
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/e _elden st widening.asp

The full plan can be viewed under the “Satellite Aerial Map Displays”, along with the “Color Aerial Map
Displays” links. To view additional plan sheets, please coordinate with either: Town Transportation
Manager (Mark Duceman) and/or the VDOT Project Manager (Hamid Misaghian).

Note: A Design Public Hearing was held Oct. 27. Those unable to attend can still submit comments by
mail or e-mail through Nov. 28.

e Brochure

e Comment Sheet

e  Four-Lane Typical Section Display

e Six-Lane Typical Section Display

e Right of Way Guide for Property Owners & Tenants

e Satellite Aerial Map Displays: 1 |23 4] 5
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e Color Aerial Map Displays: 1|2 3]4]5
e Detour Option Displays: 1 | 2

3) The Typical Sections PDF dated 8/5/16 also indicates that a 5' buffer strip will be typical from back of
curb to edge of bike lane, but calls out the buffer strip material as textured concrete. I'm assuming this
is an error and that the buffer between the curb and the sidewalk will be a landscaped buffer zone with
grass and trees? Please confirm.

Response 3): The reference to the textured concrete is for the 2’ buffer area between the sidewalk and
the bike like. The project confirms, the 5’ buffer strip between the curb and the bike lane will be
landscaped/grass as appropriate.

4) Please let me know where | can see the latest plans for this project, and also whom else at VDOT |
might need to connect with in order to petition for us to keep our access to Jonquil Lane from
eastbound Elden Street.

Response 4):

e VDOT’s project information page has been updated following the public hearing to include links
to all the materials provided at the public hearing meeting. VDOT’s project page:
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/e_elden_ st _widening.asp
The links are at the top of the page.

e VDOT will review the closure of the median of the intersection with the Town of Herndon. The
point of contacts for this project is Mr. Mark Duceman, Town of Herndon and myself at VDOT.

Please let me know if you have further questions.
Regards,

Hamid Misaghian, PE

Project Manager

NOVA L&D
VDOT
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Citizen Comment (11-22-2016, Bijal Soni): | was unable to attend the public hearing on this as |
am out of the country. However | am very concerned about this work as it impacts my ability to
get in and out of the community via Jonquil Lane. | travel onto Jonquil from eastbound on Elden
every single day. This is the route | take on the way back from my sons’ school, the gym |
frequent, access from groceries/food/stores/pharmacies. Without this | am not sure how else to
get into our community.

Citizen Comment (11-23-2016, Darin Briggs): Is it my understanding that VDOT intends to
permanently close off access to our neighborhood (Village at Herndon Mills) at (Jonquil Lane)
from eastbound Elden Street — as seen on page 3 of the attached plans?

How do | or emergency vehicles gain access to our community from eastbound on Elden street
if this plan proceeds? This is no acceptable and need to be redesigned to allow access to our
community from eastbound Elden St, a concerned resident/family of Village at Herndon Mills.

From: Darin Briggs [mailto:darinbriggs@hotmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 23, 2016 11:03 AM

To: Yates, Terry (VDOT); Misaghian, Hamid R. , P. E. (VDOT)

Subject: Closing off access to our neighborhood (Village at Herndon Mills) at (Jonquil Lane)
from eastbound Elden Street

Importance: High

Is it my understanding that VDOT intends to permanently close off access to our neighborhood (Village
at Herndon Mills) at (Jonquil Lane) from eastbound Elden Street — as seen on page 3 of the attached
plans?

How do | or emergency vehicles gain access to our community from east bound on Elden street if this
plan proceeds?

This is not acceptable and needs to be redesigned to allow access to our community from east bound
Elden St, a concerned resident/family of Village at Herndon Mills.

Please get back to me as soon as possible.
Regards,

Darin Briggs
703-727-2130
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From: MOHAMED MOHAMED [mailto:SHIREH1@msn.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 23, 2016 10:58 AM

To: Misaghian, Hamid R. , P. E. (VDOT); Yates, Terry (VDOT)

Subject: VDOT's proposed Elden Street Widening - Cutting off Access to Village at Herndon
Mills

Hi Hamid & Terry,

I received VDOT's notice regarding its planned Elden Street widening/improvements between Monroe
Street and Fairfax County Parkway. | was not able to attend the October 27" information hearing. As a
Village at Herndon Mills homeowner, | have a concern relating to the proposed raised median without a
break between Van Buren Street and Herndon Parkway.

It is my understanding that the proposed raised median between Van Buren Street and Herndon Parkway
will not let east bound vehicles make a left turn on Jonquil Lane to access Village at Herndon Mills. My
wife and | both work west of our home and the only way we access home on daily basis is by making a
left turn from Elden Street onto Jonquil Lane. This is the only access to our community from east bound
Elden Street. If VDOT closes this access, we would have no way to get home other than to unsafely drive
through Kmart Shopping center, which is already tight and accident prone. Also, there is no guarantee
this unsafe access will continue to exist as this is a privately-owned property. We need to keep our
existing access onto Jonquil from eastbound Elden.

Thank you both in advance.

Sincerely,

Mohamed Mohamed

153 Herndon Mill Cir

Herndon, VA 20170
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From: John Takacs [mailto:john.takacs@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, November 24, 2016 1:57 AM

To: Misaghian, Hamid R. , P. E. (VDOT); Yates, Terry (VDOT)

Subject: VDOT notice regarding Elden Street widening / improvements

Dear Mr. Misaghian and Mr. Yates:

| have been reviewing the VDOT notice regarding the work to be done between Monroe Street and
Fairfax County Parkway.

It is my understanding that the current access to Jonquil from east bound traffic on Elden will no longer
be possible after the planned median is constructed. Currently, travelling east bound, and returning to
Jonquil, I'm able to make a left on to Jonquil.

How will | access my neighborhood after the change?

I'm concerned about my property value as well the inconvenience of travelling through the private
parking space of McDonalds to return to my home.

Please let me know what the status of this VDOT planning is and who | need to contact.
Thank you for your time and attention.
Regards,

John Takacs
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From: Nikhil Dogra [mailto:nikhildogra@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 23, 2016 3:44 PM

To: Misaghian, Hamid R. , P. E. (VDOT); Yates, Terry (VDOT)

Subject: Re East Elden Street Widening Project (Request to reconsider)

| am resident of "Village at Herndon Mills", a small town home community off Jonquil Ln. The planned
median on Elden street at intersection of Eldon and Jonquil will close our communities only way in to
the houses. This will cause major disruption to our day to day life and also impact the property values
(by impacting the ease of living ) greatly.

| would humbly request you on behalf of our whole community to reconsider and DO NOT put the
median at Elden street. Again it will close the only way in to our community (I have marked in red arrow
below on our way to the community from east Eldon rode side to show the extent of impact)

(=4
-
g
5
3

Thanks For your time and consideration. Please let me know if you have any follow up questions

Regards

Nikhil K Dogra

6314314846

(117 Herndon Mill Circle, Herndon VA 20170
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Citizen Comment (11-28-2016, Kerie Hitt): Please ensure that bike facilities on Elden connect
with the trail along Fairfax County Parkway. Please provide a safe way under the overpass for
people to go to and from the Parkway trail.

Please ensure that the bike facilities on Elden connect with the W&OD trail. The maps shown at
the design hearing on October 27 showed the project ending at Monroe. The W&OD trail is
only a block or so to the west. This is a major regional bike trail. Surely you can provide a way
to go the short distance from the trail to the bike facilities on Elden.

Please ensure that turning cars do not run into cyclists in the cycle tracks or bike lanes at
intersections. Car drives typically don't look for cyclists on trails.

Please ensure that traffic lights on Elden and on the cross streets sense bicycles and turn green
for cyclists using the road. The light at Laurel Way doesn’t sense bikes, for example. Unless
you wait for a car to trip the light or get off your bike to press the button, you are stuck, unable
to cross Elden. Please have crosswalk lights on Elden be set on Rest in Walk for cyclists riding
along Elden. Don’t make them stop and press the button if the light is green.

Citizen Comment (11-28-2016, Walter Hadlock): Strictly from a cost benefit standpoint, I do
not see any good reasons for bike lanes along the East Elden widening project. In looking at
the three design alternatives (the current ones as of the Oct. 27 meeting), bike lanes would
take up at least eight feet of the road bed. Deleting these would 1) save construction costs, as
wells as 2) probable right of way acquisition costs.

I drive around Northern Virginia on a regular basis and notice the bike lanes are unused for the
most part. I've heard one figure of a half of one percent useage. There seems to be an
inordinate amount of thought being given to multi-modal bike lanes. Also, Along East Elden
Street, it is noticeably lacking in connecting residential streets.

Also, I have not heard a good argument to justify raising the road bed for a new bridge at
Sugarland Run. At the meeting, no one could give me any information about flooding as an
issue.
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From: Robins, Roni [mailto:Roni.Robins@dwoskin.com]

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 3:49 PM

To: H.Misaghian@vdot.virginia.gov; meetingcomments@vdot.viginia.gov
Cc: Duceman, Mark

Subject: Eldent Street Improvements

Dear Mr. Misaghian, PE,

Thank you opportunity to comment on the Elden Street improvement plans being developed by

VDOT. We represent the owners of a substantial portion of Herndon Center located on the north side of

the corridor roughly between Jonquil Lane and Grant Street. We wish to offer a few comments for

VDOT’s consideration moving forward:

1. While Elden Street is clearly an important collector connecting Reston and Herndon to other
components of the regional roadway network, it is also Herndon’s commercial main
street. Consideration should be given to improving cross movement connectivity (especially
pedestrian but also vehicular movements)within activity nodes located at certain key intersections or
segments along the corridor. These considerations should be given to provide stronger linkages
between residential or employment areas and certain amenities and services.

a.  One example would be improvements to the crossing between Hendon Centre and the
employment on Post Street. Another would be permitting improved connections between the
residential along Jonquil Lane to the Safeway on the south side of Elden Street and improving
the connectivity the Holiday Inn Express and Herndon Centre-so that travelers don’t have to get
in their cars to drive across Elden Street to get a bite to eat. The plan should include pedestrian
safety considerations such as median safe havens, pedestrian activated signals, crosswalks and
appropriate lighting.

b.  Weare also very concerned about the need to facilitate vehicular movements across Elden
Street or turning movements both into and out of the center at the “Kimart” entrance to Herndon
Centre. Traffic will only continue to increase in the years to come at this main intersection into
the center as older anchors are replaced with tenants that have greater attraction to Herndon’s
customer base. We expect that traffic light with pedestrian facilities (crosswalks and pedestrian
activated signals) would be appropriate at this location by the time the Elden Street project is
fully funded.

2. Elden street is a vital component of Herndon’s small town, friendly identity. Elden Street is not just
another fast road that folks drive through on their way to somewhere else.  Efforts should be made to
include design measures that maintain the overall “small town” feeling that the citizens of Herndon
take so much pride in. As such it should include special pedestrian treatments including appropriate
pedestrian scale street lighting, walkways, and landscaping.

3. The current planning efforts represent an opportunity to plan, not just for the next few years, but for
the future 20 years and beyond. Accordingly, the planning effort should incorporate consideration to
the possibility of accommodating Bus Rapid Transit or street cars at some future point.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans. We do appreciate VDOTSs efforts to consider the

small businesses along the corridor and Herndon’s small town character. 1f we can be of further

assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Roni Robins

Roni Robins

Vice President of Development

3201 Jermantown Road, Suite 700 | Fairfax, VA 22030-2879

703-273-9320 | Fax: 703-273-5155

Direct: 703.277.3485 | Roni.Robins@dwoskin.com

[www.dwoskin.com]www.dwoskin.com
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MR. SCHZENFELD: Sregg Schoenfeld, 320 Vao
Juren Street, Herndon, Virginis Z04170. Recevelopment af
Elden Street iz a great idea conzidering the flow of
tzxaffic and pedestrian use today.

HYowever, before spending money widening the
road betws=en Fairfax County and Herndon Parkway, thare
ghould Le bettsr coordination ©f light Liming &t the
interssctions of Elden and Fairiax County Parkway, Laursl
Way, and Carlisle Drive.

It aszma to me, as somscne who drives cn Elden
during rush hour severy day, that better timing of thesa
lichts weould reduce congaestion dramaticsally.

SBerond, the plan needs to incorparate greater
accsss Lo crosswalks across Eldes Streerc, sespecially at
bus etope, whichk btend rot to be laozated near the
crasewalke.

Aand while a median iz & good ides, it will noc
suffice unless it is created &3 a3 pedsscrian reinge ar=a.

Also, Zhe medlan prooosed doese not go far
encughk, It phoeld extend west to Monroe Avenls, a VDOT
Orhan Collecltor dasignatsd rasd. With tne propoaed

egadatbovnd lefrt-turn lane onts Horth Wan Suren srom Eldese,

ALDIEER, GREEH A KERNS EEFUHTING 5EH'I."H:-E
CERYIFIEDWEREATIM R
4176 LECH R0 DHI".I'E
FAIAFaE, VIRAMNIA T2CG0
705 -3136
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the current design appears te have traffic flow onto North
Van 2uren Street, which is Jdespignated by YOOT as a
unclassiZied local road.

Ermkler peasor the Blden redeszighn should have
Eraffiec flow to HManros ayvenue is becanze i has recenkly
beea upgraded with curbhs, sidewalxs and medinns, azac is
currently heiang dzaigned for improved pecestrian safaty.

Furthermors, the flow of traffic hesding north
on Monres ia not hampered by stop signs or turng as it is
on Hortth Wan Buren.

Tocay, Morch Ven Buren does nob have curha.
The etrest level 12 highser than the =zidewalka and has
mimarouls sbap sichs.

In addirion, epeading on Korth Van Buren 1 &
currant issus that has nob besn daeslt with affeclrively hyw
—he Town of Herndon despice compliaints from residence.

Under the current proposzi, a significant
Fablic zafety hezard will be creatsd on MNorth Wan Buren
unlezs HNorth vVan euren iz wpdazed with a stoest iswvel
lower than the pedestrlian walks, ourb=s and speed bumpz,
which are not on tha Town's, Counbty's aor State's plana.,

I beliave the redesaign of Elden Screat ahouwld

direct the flew of braffiec tao Monrse Awsnne rathar than

FLDIGER. GREEH 4 KERNT REPORTIMNG SERWVICE
CERTIFIEL vESEATIM REPORTERS
41186 LECmas0 ORIWVE
FAIRF &Y, WIRLIMIA 22030
73] 591-3146
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YVan Buren bercause it i3 dzgignated as an Urpan Collectear
and haa recently Esen upgraded.

22 zuch, the plarn sheuld remave the sagthaund
lafe-curn lane frem Elden onta Herth Van 3u=an arnd add an
eazbleund lefe-rorn lane apnts Mefiros, tha Or-bhan Collector
11 che area.

MZ. TAHERT: For the recsrd, my name is Brooke
Tahgri. T live at E3Z Van Buren &treet in Herndon,
Virginia. Van Buren is Eoute 6831 in Herndom, Wirginia.
hnd it iz currently -- I live an -- EXCUsSe me,

I 1liwve cn the north side =of Van Bures bebkween
Elden 8tresrt and Park. Thiz is currently intended o bBe a
no Cruck route with a4 no Lruck sigo “hat often goes
wlzsing from the street -- ard which we've reported
several btimes, kecause thesre's an increase in The nuTrher
of krucks am well as commuter huses chat have made cheir
way down our straet,

In additicn, there iz a limirced Jeaft turh cnto
Van Burern from Elden Street Curlng a.m. and p.m. hooars,
lntended to reduce the traffic chat is incurresd or Vzo
Buren, which ig a residenPial areas.

Between Elden and Parx on Yan Buren thers is

cnly a aingle stop zign, Tegardlzas of nultiple regquests

RLOHIER, GREEM & KERMS REPORTING SERIGE
SEATIFIED YERBATBA REPDRFERS
1116 LEQMARD TRIVE
FRIRFARL WIRGINK 22020
[T03] SBd-5134
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from neighbore to increase the numker of atop signs oz
rumble scrips to slow down the apseding taat fregusently
nappens 53 well as che trsific thac fraquently ruas the
ore =top 2igkt or rolls throuwgh it.

Eequeslis Eo fhe Heradon Police Depar-tment for
ircreased presence has nok been wisiol=s Eo neighbaors,
despite wulbiple requeskts and calla tkaz- nawve been
repgrted.

The Tosdway has heen built up for 3o many
yeara and recovered thakt it has resulted in a road cthat is
higher than the dreinage a3 well &3 higher then the
sidewaliks.

Thiz hsa resulted 1n poor drelosde that poslie
onts the eidewalks and has decompocsd them grer the courss
of cime, regulbing io several hazards in the winkter.

Heighborse are having to maintain cheir own
strmat gide drainage on behkalf aof the Town of Herndom
beceuss the one zing:e zttempt made to fix it resulted in
minimal improwemsns.

En¢ the Herndon -- Townl of Herndon -- staff
thaet msde the improvemsants told us that 1f we conflnued bo
request lmprovemsnts bLhst they would need ba take sway ouar

proparky .

RUGIGER, SREEM & KERNG REPDATIME: SERWHE
CERTIFIED WVEREAT|IM REFORTERS
H1ELEQNAR D ORNE
FRIRFAS, VRGNS 22030
(73] J1-3135
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in additicn to thak, the cne stop sign that ia
at Fillmore and Yan Buren -- vhen traffis rurns left
during the winter months we regularly =ave ta pull rtraffic
znd csr3 out of che ditch bacause they ares knoawn to plide
into the ditch and nzed access.

We have -- lagt winkter we pulled no 1ess chan
7 cars sut of the ditsh beesuss khers isa not encugh room
Lo make thae turn and kne pkreskt ia very poorly
mairtained.

In addition, there iz an emst to west hazard
frem Madison Strest up onbe Vaa Buren. When you nead ko
bake a left ©or ~ight turm there's nol & suitabls turning
tadiuvs and, therefore, therz have bean several accidenks
ar near miases.

I want you *o know all of bhis because Yfan
Buren S5cresl is two blocks aws=y from the elementary Echool
and is considered part of the walksry zone of which my
threm children walk to schnool -- agea, %, 5 and 3,

This hzg consistently been a hazard. 2ad
being a reaident immediztely on the Van Buran 3treet, we
routinely have to ask ouwr children nolb ke play ocukside due
to che increase 14 traffic as waell =3 the spaed of

traf<lic.

RLIC EEFI GREEHE B=FME REPORTING SERVICE
FIEC: VERBATIM REPCATERS
4115 LECOnARE ORNE
FalRFA, WIREINI, 27030
srlldy SH-315340
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We do knpw Lax revenuss nave been increased
from Ven Buren residents with the recent addikbicn of
multiple family houaing that's locaced up by Burger Eing
and to other developments of propsrcies tchat are currently
plannred to Improve -- one on the corpaer of ven Buren and
Park that is nnder approval process, and alse the one
Lhat*s at Lhe wvary snd af Van Bursen Strest.

I =ay all thie to say cthat if you approve the
projeckt plan that VOOT is proposing today, as a citizen of
¥erndon, [ wounld swxpect that yoa also puz planmming and
funding around the arterial =trests that will be impacted
my your decizion.

Wan Buren is already a safsty hagerd for
pedestrians and blkes on thelr way o ble WECE Trall., wWe
would regquest proper sldewalks, ourbe and gutbters aa well
a3 proper mnzlntenance and roontipe visics by Town of
Herndon Police bo enforce any ard al: sigrals thalk are
included.

ME. SILLERRN: My name i= Brian €Gilisrsn. I
liwve at 51z Van Buren Screst in Hernodom. MY comment on
Lhe South Elden S5trestb -- East Elden Screet project is in
cerms of che d=linsated oyole lanes and tha cycla BEracks

Eiat move away from the travelsmay.

RLOHMGER, GREEN & KERME AEPCRTIMG SERVICE
CERTIFIED WERBATIM REZORTERS
4115 LEQNARD DRIVE
FAIRFAY VIHGERA X0
[T03) MRL-210n
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Every tim= theoze frcilities orosa a ourb
ppening -- gither for street intarssctien eor a driveway --
I'd like Lo 5z them contious a2 =kip line acraas that curk
copening =o thet vehiecles turning in and burning ouc er
moving across theosfa intersecticns will ss=e domething that
delineatas tke oyele fa¢ility &nd indicates that it
crosses bhe intersecting etreekb or intersecting driveway
and that they nesd thie additional reminder to ke wary for
oy¥cliates approaching as they lock for a gap 1a kraffic to
make bhem mors,

£o T think all =2 those all the way £rom
Fairfax County Parkway up ta Van 3uren Streek -- apnd kthere
are an awful lot of ocurb openings along therse -- I think
they 4ll should hawve the continucus gkip 1ins for the
delinsation of kthe cycle lanes and ths cycls tracks
vigihle to anybody wsing eikber & curb opening, 8 driveway
or & stresmt intersectign. Thank vou.

ER. WRIGHT: My nams 13 Bruce Wright. I live
in Reston. Apd I strongly support the concept of having
bike farilicles on Elden Etreet.

Feston hae & large nusber af bike facilities.
And 1t will he & sood opportunity bo be ehle Lo connect

thase farcllibtims witkh downtown Hetndon.

RLIDIZER, GREEH & KERMES AEFORTING S=RWCE
CERTIFIED VERBATIM REPORTERS
4116 LEUNARD ORIVE
FAEFAX, YIROINIA 22000
{3 5#1-3136
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Festorn 13 also getting Bikeshare., and ik's a
logical extensicon Ba have bBike sharing in Herndom,
rxpecially A5 it gebks mere dense in the downbown area, aop
I'm excited tc see tEhe bike lanes.

I do have a f£ew concerna. Cne 19 I'd like co
ensure that the curk ramps are flush 3o that cyocllata when
thev are oIif road ¢En have a amooth tranaition from the
cyole track te the road chab chey are crossing and then to
the next part < the cycle Lrack.

I'm a little concerned about cyolists cressing
lncereections wiera theare g right tursning eraffis ko
tkair lefc., And one sugyesticn i to have specific bike
ci¢nals o Lhak cyelizks conld gek an esriy green signal
alead of those turning rigkt.

And then the -- the right turners could get a
grsen signal after zne cyclists have passsed chrough the
intersscTion,

I was disappcinted that the Sucarland Fun
Trall is not golng to be grade =eparated. I think it
would e a much better and mick mere veed bErail if it
could be exltended vnderneath ildan Etreet.

S0 if ther='es a way feor thac to hapoen L°d

like to see that. hkng if that can't happen, I want to

AUDISER. GREEN & KERMS REPORTING SERWICE
CERTIFIED VERZATIM REFURTERS
A& LECHARD ORIVE
FRIRFAY. VIRGINIA 22050
[T03] 58%-3138
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ensure kthat oyolists whe are cressing at Hernden Parkwasy
== oragaing BElden strest akbk Harndon Farkhway -- will ke
able B2 do as easily.

Right now there's an awkward tranaiticon £xam
Lhe south part of Jugazland Zun to Ehe north past of
sugarland Run.

I would slac =ncourags tle town ©o congider a
lower =spead limit. Carrently, the spesd limic is a little
kit high and it zeems liks there is occasionally some
speading that goes cn. And I'd prefer co see 25 mile per
hour spesds,

And if lower speeds were used, I khirk
narrower lznoes could De used which would marrow the entire
foobtprint of the project. And it would be a cheaper
project hecause there mav be lesz land that would have ko
I purclhased.

I world flke o see on the western =nd of the
project where the projecc ends ab Mooroe SCcrestb that thers
he some kind of transeitflen from the hike lanes to rlhe WEOD
Trail.

WeoD Trail is the most popular park in
Virginia =and tnerte's millions of cyeolists —hat uvse it

EVEery yeglr. ANd it just doesn't make sense to heve

RUDIGER, GRETH A KEANS REPOATEIG SERVICE
CERVIFIED YERGATIM REFORTERS
411BLECNARD CRIVE
FAIRFAX, VIRCIMA 22030
{703 531-3138
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cyclipte come to just 3 block or 3o away from the WEDD anc
not extend =some xind of bike facilities bo the tzail and
Lo make sure thet that's a proper Eransibicsd.

ME. T2YERI: Timothy Taheri, 322 Wan Buren
dtraek, Herndan, Vircinia 20170.

I heve many congerng of VPOT's propesal -- T
don'c know if That would he VDCST and Herndon's propodaal
gxter looking at the proposal -- on Bléen Street. IT ==amse
liks we are puzting a lot more traffic onto Wan Buren.

My experlience with ¥ai Buren -- I'vwe haen in
thakt sddresa for tha last akout 13 years. I have one stop
g81qn baglcmlly cone housae down from mine. Tb's constantly
getting run, many speedsrg.

It'as not getting enforzced. 8o that might not
be a VOOT issue. That mignt ke a Tewn af Herndorn issue.
It's probably one of the znly streecs in the area that has
as much traffic as it does with no curns cn either side.

There is a drainage on che west =lde. oOnly
the sast szicde of Vvan Buren has an actual sicawalk. It is
twd blocks from Herndom Elementary ao you have many
walkers in that araa.

There are many hamez on Van Buren. There's

gabont 35 cornting a counle of che townmhomes. The only

RUCGER. GREEN & KERNS REFORTING SZRWIGE
CERTIFIED YEREATIM REFORTERS
4116 LT eRD DRIVE
FAIRFAX, WIREIM|A I2TE]
TG 381 -3136
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enforcement tchat we do have on Van 3uren woulec be the stop

slgm.

The speed 1imil ia 25 Ik is 2120 2 acn-sruck

route.  Apd won are unsble Eo make I2ft turns f£rom Elden
anto Van Bursn a courls of hours in the moiming and a
soupls of hours in ths evening.

nd I Just Zound owt tenight chat one of che
proopsrls iz to make & lefr -- I guess that would b= 2
left areen arrow Lo be put anto Van Hurern.

Sz I'm axbremsly conceraed apsut the addead
Eraffic ocats Van BHuran, and especlally wich the way tbhe
road 1= itself. TIt's not wasintained bhat well. Many
Familiea arn khat - - live an thar gtrsat.

Like I said ksfore, it is a non-truck route.
There are many tTucks tnat go on Yan Buren. In fack, I
get up prebcy early o go to work ard I -- and Fairfax
conrector i3 now going onbo YVan Buren,

2nd I'm Just extremely concerned wikh Lhe
speed on Van 2ur=n and I hepe vou guys Lake that inka
censideraticon. Thank you.

* o+ ok F %
iWhereupan, ak approxinately 8:00 2'clock,

F-mM., the meeting was concluded, ]
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